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LARA APPLEWHAITE
MITCHELLS silken
seemingly floated
onthe walls of Soft Box
Studios, St Clair. As if on cue, they
u.ld gently sway and dance as in-
trigued artlovers approached
1l
The artist was busy during the
openighigntof her exnibition
yms; making new con-

‘about her
“Ever since | was ¢ chlld Iwas

rior designer. I st
ules because that fascinated me

" Nitchell studied at Howard Uni-
versity in Washington DC,
‘where she pursued a Bachelor of
Fine Arts with a major in print
making and a minor in textiles.
From there she enrolled in the

PRACTICALNAnnS:nw’
‘decorative pillow.

Fashion Institute of Technology,

fore moving into home
Trshion where she designed rugs,
wallpaper, linens. This, she ex-

Chic silk

plained was how she grew into
what she was doing now.

“I was in the industry for about
15 years then I began a family, star-
ted consulting and decided in
to| gwe n a shot and just domy art-

tarted with the silk paint-
lature Rhythms is the artist’s

umd exhibition in Trinidad.

e said that the Trinidadian
was mone sophisticated and en-
joyed wall hangings, wall pi
‘and love the wearable art. Next.

£ Anything
can spark
my creative
process.
As an artist
you grow
and |

- started

" changing. 9

yoar ‘she hopes to do something lus. I draw with the Gutta, allow it
else. to dry and the next day I can
Mitchell sau‘l themediumused freely. sot.hedye L vt travel Fom
in iscalled Gutta-  one secnon to the
Sert. It is East indiani mongm and is the ﬁrst ume Mitchell
‘what the i insucha
painting. She ‘said she loves' work ‘space. In her two previous show-
ing on silk because it easy towork  ings, she says she would hang the
‘with, durable, lulm.nnus and less pieces from branches.
is wasted. “This is the first time [ am
“Tdo work on the other natural  doing this as a gallery piece ;\nd it
ibres, linens and cotton but with  looks totally different. You
those it is a thicker fibre so they each piece clearly and it Stants out
'use mo . Once you educate the  as a single piece
client, they stay with the silk. The Of her inspiration when doinga

Guttais a resist technique like
batik. (The former) is more like
school glue and runs out of a sty-

piece she said: “I'm very much info

TEXTILES continues on next page



